
 
 

 
The magic begins Fall 2017 

 
Dear Seventh Graders and Parents/Guardians, 
 
 Come one, come all to the second floor of 2355 Lake Street!  What an 
exciting journey awaits you up here!  I know this is true because I’ve had some 
experience guiding seventh graders along this recognizable yet different terrain. 
 
 In order to prepare you for our odyssey together, I am providing you with a 
very meaningful summer reading assignment.  You are required to read TWO books; 
no substitutions are acceptable.  These two books will provide an introduction to our 
studies in seventh grade.  Also, we will refer back to the themes of these books 
throughout the school year. Therefore, you will need to bring these books to school 
on the first day.  
  
 Our two summer reading books are: 
 1.  The Tao of Pooh, by Benjamin Hoff 
 2.  The Velveteen Rabbit, by Margery Williams 
  

First… 
 
 I Request the honor of 
your presence on a noble 
and astounding quest.  
Along the way, you will 
learn about yourself, 
others, and the mysterious 
workings of this world.   
 
 The full mysteries of 
these treasures shall 
never be completely 
revealed.  We journey for 
the sake of experience and 
discovery.  We travel in 
search of possibilities.   
 
 You are invited to be a 
student, which of course 
draws upon the following 
Powerful Roles: 
 

 
 
 

Thinker 
Writer 
Artist  

Detective 
Leader 

Warrior 
Seeker 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 My request is that you purchase a copy of each of these books so that you 
can highlight and write in them.  You can find inexpensive copies from Amazon.com 
or at Green Apple Books (6th Avenue and Clement Street). 
  
  Please do the following assignments for the books: 
 
1.  For The Tao of Pooh, please write a five-paragraph essay with a thesis and three 
main points. Include an introduction, three body paragraphs (each with quotations), 
and a conclusion. Here is your basic thesis:  The Winnie the Pooh stories are not just 
for children but are meaningful guides for life.  
 
2.  For The Velveteen Rabbit, write a 2-3 page creative story told from the 
perspective of one of your childhood toys. 
 
Both assignments need to be typed and double-spaced. Proofread your work 
before handing it in by printing it out and reading/marking it up. 
 
Your work is due on the FIRST day of school. You will be graded on grammar/spelling 
as well as ideas and clarity.  Each assignment is worth 1oo points in both Literature 
and Language Arts. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the summer 
reading assignment.  You can reach me at dlmckee99@aol.com.  I would love to 
hear from you!  Until we meet again…Happy thinking, happy reading, happy living! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Ms. Dharmer 
 
 
 
 
 


